
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What makes Jazz unique from other music genres? 
There are several defining features, or elements, that characterize jazz.  

They are as follows (this list is not exhaustive): 
• Improvisation 
• Harmony 
• Swing feel 
• Syncopation 
• Instrumentation 

 
Though Dreams of Vagabond Winds is not jazz it has been influenced by it. 

Here are two elements of jazz found in the piece: 
 
 

 
 

 

Throughout the piece is 
repetitious use of syncopated 
rhythms.  
 
Like in jazz music, the 
syncopation gives energy, 
surprise, and an unpredictable 
feel. Because of this it works 
hand-in-hand with 
improvisation. 
 
Below are just two examples of 
Jazwinski’s use of syncopation 
from the score. 

Dreams of Vagabond Winds 
has improvisatory-like sections 
(although, not true 
improvisation because the 
notes are written out).   
 
In the beginning and ending of 
the piece the oboe, clarinet, 
and bassoon exchange “riffs” 
that sound improvised.  
 
Below are 3 measures from 
near the end of the piece. 


